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DECEMBER 2013
The 2013 - 2014 Board
President: Anita Chandler
achandler@maine.rr.com
Vice President: Pam Lemieux
pamela.lemieux@myfairpoint.net
Secretary: Karen Valley
kvalley@westbrook.me.us
Treasurer: Joanne Doherty
joanne@foresidemanagement.com
Director: Katie Klein
katie72925@yahoo.com
Director: Carolyn Holman
clh@maine.rr.com
Parliamentarian: Judith Reidman
jreidman@maine.rr.com

Committee Chairpersons
Communications: Karen Valley
kvalley@westbrook.me.us
Finance: Pam Lemieux
pamela.lemieux@myfairpoint.net
Membership: Theresa Mancini
terman@maine.rr.com
Service: Marie Pike
pikerino2@aol.com
Social: Katie Klein
katie72925@yahoo.com
Newsletter editor: Karen Valleykvalley@westbrook.me.us
The deadline for Altrusagram articles is
by end of day on the Friday after the
program meeting.

Thank you to One and All,
Another great event!
Kudos to everyone involved in The Empty Bowl from the committee to
soup makers, sign makers, pot washers, soup warmers, bread cutters,
supply picker uppers, dessert servers, room set up people, money
takers, calendar sellers, clean up people and those who invited family
and guests, I hope that I haven't left anyone off the list.
I have heard from very satisfied folks: "What great cooks" "Could not
believe the wonderful variety" "Wish I could have tried them all" "Are
you going to do this next year?" and then there were a few laments - "I
can't believe that I missed it" plus the two women that tried to come in
at 7:00!
The energy in the room was exciting, it was so good to see old friends
and to make new ones, what about the jazz players that came in for
their program and just couldn't not stop for soup, one of the guys took a
picture of our crock pots - he said he had never seen so many lined up
before!
Altrusa building community,

Anita
Altrusa
Builds
Community
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Upcoming Dates
Wed, December 18th
Christmas Party !l
Fireside Inn 6:15 p.m.
please bring a donation for the food pantry.

Happy New Year!!
Mon, January 6th
Board Meeting
Pam Lemieux's home 6:00 pm
Thur, January 9th
Serving Supper
St Peter's Church 4:30 - 7:00 pm
Wed, January 15th
NOTE THE DATE CHANGE

Business Meeting
Westbrook Community Center 6:15 pm
Mid-year reports are due.
Wed, January 22nd
NOTE THE DATE CHANGE

Program Meeting - Initiation of 3 new
members !!
Fireside Inn 6:15 pm
in February the meetings go back to the first &
third Wednesdays.

Sunday, February 9th
Chili Chowder Challenge

Don't miss our

Christmas Party
on Wednesday,
December 18th
at the Fireside Inn.

Please bring something
to donate to the food pantry.

Dinner is $22.
Bring a guest if you want.

******
Cancellation policy for Program Meetings:
members have a standing reservation. To cancel,
call Joanne Doherty (730-1479) before noon of
the Monday prior to the meeting. Members who
miss but do not cancel will be charged for meals
that were guaranteed.
Mission Statement
Altrusa International, Inc. of Portland, Maine is a club of
diverse professionals dedicated to providing service to
our communities, focusing on literacy, fellowship and
leadership development.

Vision Statement
Altrusa: Leaders in service, expanding leadership
opportunities and providing service to communities
worldwide.
Page 2

The Altrusagram

Calendar Raffles Will Sell Themselves, But Need a
Little Help
Everyone needs to participate in the sale of the
Altrusa Calendar Raffles. I appreciate all of the
great prizes that were accumulated by the Portland
members, now we need to sell the raffle
tickets. All members were e-mailed a copy of the
Altrusa Calendar Raffle and can sell the ticket
stubs from copies they print themselves. Raffle
ticket stubs and cash can be turned in at the
Program Meeting (Christmas Party) in December,
or mailed directly to Pam Lemieux at 44 Longview
Dr, Portland, ME 04103-2229 or can be mailed
directly to the ‘Altrusa of Portland, Maine’, P.O. Box
8834, Portland, ME 04104.
You can safely sell raffle tickets with a selling
point that less than 300 raffles will be sold,
increasing their daily chances to win! I think we
will actually sell less than 200, but I like to be
optimistic. Altrusa needs you to put this calendar
raffle in front of people. Show it to all of your
family and friends. Display it at your place of work,
if you are allowed. E-mail your copy of the raffle
calendar with instructions on where people can
mail in their ticket stub and money to enter the
raffle. I believe the Calendar Raffle will sell itself, if
it can just get out to people, and that is what we
need all Portland Altrusans to do to help this fund
raiser.
We as a club like giving out scholarships and
funding various literacy and community needs, but
to do so, we need to do the hard work of raising
these funds. Please spread the word. The club is
counting on you. To be in on the first drawing on
January 1st, all stubs and money need to be turned
in by no later than December 31st. Late entries will
be accepted, but will miss out on drawings made
before they arrive.
---Pam Lemieux

World Book Night
We will be participating
in this great International
event again this coming April. That's a ways
away but in order to get the free books you
need to apply by January 5th -- which will be
here sooner than you think.
Here's where you go to read up on the
guidelines and book titles, and then to
apply:
http://www.us.worldbooknight.org/how-doi-get-involved/be-book-giver-us
We'll have more details later on where we'll
be handing out books. Please apply!!

from the Membership Committee
Our 3 new members have been assigned to
committees.
Please be sure to contact them for your
meetings & projects.
Brianna White / Communications
Committee
bwhite1247@gmail.com
cell: 749-3429
Jennifer Clemenz / Service Committee
jiclemenz@gmail.com
cell: 730-3670
Gerry Dongo / Social Committee
gdongo1@maine.rr.com
797-5587
Thank you,
Trish
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The Service Committee was very pleased to have
Don Morrison attend the October program meeting
as our guest speaker. Don is the Operations
Manager of the Wayside Food Programs. He is also
a master gardener and a frequent judge at our Chili
Chowder Challenge. Wayside's mission is to
increase access to food for those in need in
Southern Maine. The amount of food Wayside
provides to the hungry through their various
programs is staggering.
One ingenious way they stretch the budget of the organization is the Wayside Food Rescue program,
which also reduces waste in the community. This rescued food includes both perishable and nonperishable items from donors such as stores, distributors, restaurants, bakeries, hospitals and
producers. Wayside then uses it in the meals they prepare, or pass it on to other organizations, or
through the food pantries.
Thank you to all the members who brought food items for the evening's
service project. When asked, Don estimated that it was around 85 pounds worth. The next morning he
sent Anita a picture of the scale with all our donations being weighed -- guess how much it was. That's
right, 85 pounds!! Good eye, Don!! Our thanks also to Don for sharing the Wayside mission with us and
for all he does.

Altrusa elves busy at
work wrapping the
Christmas-themed books
that are going to be
passed out at various
Wayside meals sites the
week before Christmas.
Helping us were Trish
Maxim's guest Diane
Hessler and Project Feed
board member Elaine
Paccini.
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On Wednesday, November 18th, we
presented a check for $830 to Project Feed,
represented by board member Elaine
Paccini.
The donation represents 100% of the gross
proceeds from our Empty Bowl event which
was held on Make A Difference Day, October
26th.

From the Desk of Association Manager Sandy
Jablonski
Attention Altrusans:
Altrusa International Inc. is NOT currently engaged in
a phone solicitation campaign. It has been brought to
our attention that a member received a phone
solicitation from "Norman" claiming to be part of a
Foundation Search Firm asking for donations to
Altrusa International. If you receive a similar call,
please contact the office at 312-427-4410 or email
me at Sandy@altrusa.org.
In Altrusa Service,

Please don't forget to save your
deposit bottles and cans for the
Clynk bags. These holiday parties
are a good time to really fill those
bags and make money for our
operating account.

Sandy Jablonski
Association Manager

The library book bag project is still in the works. Anita,
Marie, Martha, Bev and Carolyn pasted Altrusa
bookplates into the books and sorted into themed sets.
The special Altrusa bags have just arrived so the books
will be put in those and delivered to the participating
libraries in the next few weeks.
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Altrusa is an international non-profit
organization, making our local communities
better through leadership, partnership, and
service. We are civic-minded people who
strive to create better communities
worldwide.

Please be sure to
attend the January
15th business meeting
to join the board in
welcoming our District
visitor, Director
Georgette Rondeau,
from the Quebec club.
Sue E King, Karen Valley and Marie Pike attended
the Meredith club's Festival of the Trees on
December 5th. This is a lovely and hugely successful
fundraiser that they have been doing for around 14
years. Sue & Karen are pictured above with our longtime Meredith friend Monica Bennett. Below Marie &
Sue & Karen pose in front of a beautiful backdrop
painted by Monica's daughter and fellow Altrusan,
Kelly Bennett.

(note the date, please)

After attending this event, we think that our club
should decorate a tree to enter into the Festival next
year!!

District One Governor
Mary Faries says that
January is usually a
good time to get
decent deals on flights
to Bermuda. So be
thinking about that
after the New Year !!

Wishing everyone

Happy
Holidays
and a

wonderful

New Year!!

Future District & International Events
District One Conference - April 25-27, 2014 - Bermuda
District One Workshop - November 1, 2014 - Portland club hosts!!
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