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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Where has time gone? We started producing this issue of the Compass at the beginning of June
and here we are in mid-August and we are finally getting it out, so this will be a double issue. In
my June message I spoke about favorite time in the Altrusa calendar; District Conference Season!
A great opportunity to share ideas and connect with members of other Clubs. This year I was excited that some members also attended other District’s Conferences; it’s fun to see how each District
is unique in the way it conducts its annual conference. As in past years, it was my pleasure to attend three conferences this year. I met wonderful Altrusans and reconnected with old friends. I’ve
been inspired by the dedication, the work, and the achievement of the members. I hope that you
all had the opportunity to attend your District Conferences.
With conferences behind us we move into our new club year, taking stock, deciding what projects
we want to continue (or drop), discussing new projects, and scheduling our activities for the year
ahead. Remember as you make your plans to include a succession plan for your club; not only for
those on your Board of Directors, but also for those who are in charge of your projects and fundraisers. As you plan, make sure that at least two people are involved in your events, and have information on contacts with event venues, access to files… Unforeseen events may create tremendous
problems if your club is not prepared for such eventualities as the illness of one of your leaders, or
something that causes them to step down. Prepare your members for leadership, it doesn’t take
long, and make sure that they know they are not alone and will not be shouldering all the responsibilities of their office alone. Encourage your members to attend workshops and conferences where
leadership training is provided. Hold new member orientations and refresher sessions for long time
members, we all tend to forget the rules at times, you and they will be better for it.
Altrusa is working on membership growth; we have Membership Goals for growth and retention
that I hope we will be able to reach. With the 100th Anniversary in 2017, I hope that we may will
reach 10,000 members. Remember to invite friends and family, and even strangers, to participate
in your service projects; it is a sure way to attract them as members or supporters – either way it’s
a win-win for both. Social Media is a terrific way of attracting new members too. The excitement
coming out of District Conferences is electrifying, Facebook is full of District and Club postings;
share your accomplishments.
In July the Board of Directors held their annual meeting at the same time as you Districts’ Governors Elect were receiving their training, led by Leadership Chair and Co-chair, Bev Herzog and Beth
Blair. It was a very intense few days for everyone involved. Following the meeting I had the opportunity to spend a couple of days at the International Office; while there, I found a box of historical
records that was to be sent to the Altrusa Archives at Ball State University. Reading through the
materials I was in awe of the women who founded our great Organization. We were an organization to be reckoned with; we not only were builders of women bu an organization that attracted
women pioneers who wanted to make a difference in the lives of others. I found articles about
Altrusa and its work on the War effort, inspirational writings such as the Altrusa Principles were
our guide; we made ourselves noticed! Let’s regain the spirit of our founders and those who followed, let’s make our Altrusa swoosh as recognizable as the Nike one!
A big thank you to our International Communications Chair, Nancy Minter for helping us get this
issue of the Compass out!
In Altrusa Service,

Silvia D. Silverman, President
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CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS: ARE YOU READY FOR APRIL 11, 2017?
On this special day Altrusa will celebrate 100 years of service to our communities. Your Centennial Celebrations
Task Force is working on tools to help our Clubs and Districts celebrate this special occasion. These can be found
in the Centennial Celebrations Tool Kit on our International website under Publications (http://
members.altrusa.org/Publications/CentennialCelebrationsToolkit.aspx). Currently the following resources can be
found in the tool kit:

◘ 100 Centennial Celebration Ideas ◘ Ideas for Club Exhibits ◘ Altrusa Centennial Quiz ◘
◘ Historical materials including Aspirations of an Altrusan, The Key to Altrusa, Principles of Altrusa ◘
◘ Centennial Power Point (as presented at Conferences) ◘ Sample Press Release and Sample Proclamation ◘
◘ Centennial Logo 100 for 100 Challenge materials ◘
More resources are being added all the time and we are working on Spanish and French translations of materials
as well. Also keep an eye out for a Centennial update in future issues of the Compass.
Centennial Project: 100 for 100 Challenge
The Centennial Celebrations Task Force is proud to announce our Centennial Project “100 for 100”. It is based on
the premise of running a marathon - not doing it all at once but rather by running a mile or two each day until you
have completed the distance. “100 for 100” is a challenge that is open for all members, clubs and districts. The
challenges start on June 1, 2016 and end on May 31, 2017.

◘ Member Challenge – Complete 100 hours of community service through either Altrusa projects or through
other community service completed while wearing your Altrusa pin or Altrusa logo.
◘ Club Challenge – Donate at least 100 books in your community.
◘ District Challenge – Recruit 100 new Altrusans.
Clubs have been sent details on how to register for the challenge and a copy of the Member Challenge Log Sheet to
help you track your service hours. Information on the challenge can also be found in the Centennial Tool Kit.

ALTRUSANS PULL TOGETHER
On
May
25th
everything
changed
for
Salina,
KS
Altrusa
member
Janet Whitehair and her husband Tom. They were in the basement of their ranch style home north of Abilene, KS when
an F4 tornado struck destroying practically everything they own. Tom is a farmer and all but one piece of equipment
was totaled. 7 other neighbors lost everything and 20+ other homes had heavy damaged. They basically had the
clothes on their back and Janet’s car as it was in the shop. A few things have been found, as family and friends and
even strangers have walked the fields.

Catholic Charities was on the scene the next morning to help the Abilene residents. I applied for a $1,000 grant for
Catholic Charities from the International Foundation, and the grant
was awarded. In addition, we had calls and emails of support for
Janet from all around our Altrusa family, not just our local club. Our
club members supplied some basic necessities for Janet and Tom.
We also want to give a huge THANK YOU to Gillen Allen and Altrusa
International of Dallas, TX who sent give cards and a check, Judi
Sorensen, Governor of District Eleven who sent a contribution and
Tammy Boyd and Altrusa of Richmond, VA who sent a gift card and
check.
Yes, Altrusa is a family and when one is hurting, we pull together.
Brenda R. Smith, Governor

#Altrusacares
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Want to engage our members? Go Live on Facebook!
You can now broadcast to the largest audience in the world with the camera in your pocket. It’s easy. All you need is a strong
signal is recommended before going live. WiFi tends to work best, but if you can't find a nearby network, you'll want a 4G
connection.
BASIC LIVE Q&A
 Make an announcement. Let your Friends and Fans
know when you’re broadcasting.
·
While you wait for questions, introduce the topic(s)
that you want to discuss. See what's trending on FaPeople love watching video on Facebook. While your current
cebook to find topics.
fans will be able to keep up here and in News Feed, the expe·
Tell viewers when you're about to take the final two
rience will help new followers discover you too.
questions so they know your Live video will end soon.
·
Consider doing Q&As at a consistent day or time to
You have the advantage of being able to concreate a tune-in habit.
nect instantly.
·
Ask for questions or topic ideas in advance through
Your followers can receive notifications when you go live so
all of your social media accounts.
they know to tune in to your broadcasts at just the right time.
·
Do an activity while answering questions. Invite
friends to join, cook, play a game, etc.
Live broadcasts with a 90-minute time limit, let people,
Groups & Pages share live video with their followers and
FLY ON THE WALL Provide the audience with an inside look
friends on Facebook and are available to all Pages, Groups
and profiles on Facebook apps for iOS (iPhone), and, Android. at your day-to-day life.
·
TRAINING
After the broadcast, the video is published to the Page, Group
·
PROJECT
or profile so that fans and friends who missed it can watch at
a later time. The broadcaster can remove the video post at
CREATE YOUR OWN LIVE SERIES
any time, just like any other post.
·
INSTANT ANALYSIS
The videos will appear in News Feed and on the broadcast·
PRESS CONFERENCE
er's Page or profile while they are live. Once a broadcast has
·
THE BIG INTERVIEW
ended, live videos are eligible to show up everywhere that
·
MEET MY PEOPLE
other videos appear.
·
CHALLENGE
People can discover live videos right in News Feed. To get
·
MASTER CLASS/DEMO
notified when certain a broadcaster goes live, tap the "Live
Subscribe" button on the top of a live video to get notified
when that person or Page goes live again. People who frequently engage with or have recently interacted with a person or Page going Live may receive a notification.

Have engaging conversations with your followers and reach new audiences in new
ways -

With Facebook Live, you have the ability to make an immediate personal connection with your audience. Below are a few
ideas and tips for going Live.

If you want to learn more about HOW visit the Facebook Blog: http://newsroom.fb.com/news/2016/04/introducing-newways-to-create-share-and-discover-live-video-on-facebook/
Here are some examples: https://media.fb.com/2015/03/09/emma-watson-celebrates-international-womens-day-onfacebook-live/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fjanegoodall%2Fvideos%
2F10153924168952171%2F&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=video
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmarthastewart%2Fvideos%
2F10153965672981289%2F&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=video
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Looking for a great way to show off your club?
From the International Communications Committee

International has got you covered!! Have you visited
the official Altrusa Idea Showcase?
Simply put…the Idea Showcase is a great place to visit
when you are stirring up ideas for your next project or
fundraiser! Not only can you see what other Altrusa
clubs are working on, but you can also see how great
Altrusa looks across the world while doing it!
If you’ve done any work with artists or creatives, then
you know they often have “Idea Files” they peruse to
stimulate their thinking, and to help them create color
schemes, images ideas, or even just concepts to develop.
That is where the Idea Showcase comes in. Altrusa International has a place on the internet that serves absolutely no purpose EXCEPT to showcase the variety of
ideas our clubs have utilized to promote Altrusa! Maybe
it’s a new fundraiser. Maybe it’s a special literacy
event. Maybe it is nothing but a club promotion to encourage new members to check Altrusa out! Now these
ideas can be found in one place just to share with all of
you! You’ve got to admit, that’s a pretty great purpose
for this site!

even twenty years from now? Think of all of those ideas
out there globally, just waiting for us!!
So….what’s next?

Come and visit, browse through the files. Perhaps your
club has something they have done that you think
brought a nice shine to Altrusa. Email it to altrusashowcase@yahoo.com, and make it part of our
showcase! Would you like to see a presentation that
Altrusa will be celebrating our Centennial this next year. was shown at the last International Convention? Then
Just think of how many ideas and concepts that have
visit https://youtu.be/ICFwy4QIx5Q to see a short and
just disappeared over the years. If Altrusa keeps build- sweet powerpoint on the Showcase.
ing the Showcase….can you imagine what we will see
Or….take a little stroll on the world wide web to:
ten, even twenty years from now?
www.flickr.com/ideashowcase and enjoy looking at the
What will you find? Perhaps you really like the artwork various images. If you click on the tab that says ALa club is using for an Astra flyer. Maybe your club likes BUMS, you can view the images by district.
it enough to show to your artwork person, and give your
Or…log onto our International website. Go to the Marproject a similar type of look! Or, contact the club with
keting Toolkit – and click on the Idea Showcase! It’s
the art, and find out if they are able to share the art
just that easy! Give it a try!
with your club. Perhaps they can’t (there are rules
about this sort of thing), but it doesn’t hurt anything to As with anything just starting out, the showcase is only
check. As you know, no one is better at sharing than
as good as Altrusa makes it. (and it’s already pretty
another Altrusan!
darn good!) Come on over….check out how good Altrusa looks!!
The strength of Altrusa has always been that while individually, we are mostly small clubs. But together, we
are one large and awesome organization! The Idea
Showcase is just another tool we can all use to help
each other, rather than reinventing the wheel from
scratch.
Altrusa will be celebrating our Centennial this next year.
Just think of how many ideas and concepts that have
disappeared over the years. If Altrusa keeps building
this new Showcase….won’t it be amazing to see it ten,
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Remember the fall 2016 grant application deadline is
September 15, 2016. Please click here and login for
guidelines and details.
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