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a message from the President

President: Anita Chandler
achandler@maine.rr.com
Vice President: Martha Donahue
martiliz@aol.com
Secretary: Marie Pike
pikerino2@aol.com
Treasurer: Pam Lemieux
pamela.lemieux@myfairpoint.net
Director: Caroline Cobb
carolinec@gwi.net
Director: Carolyn Holman
clh@maine.rr.com
Parliamentarian: Judith Reidman
jreidman@maine.rr.com

Committee Chairpersons
Communications: Ann Babbitt
ababbitt@maine.rr.com
Finance: Pam Lemieux
pamela.lemieux@myfairpoint.net
Membership: Theresa Mancini
terman@maine.rr.com
Service: Denise Martin
denisejenmartin@gmail.com
Social: Susan F King
kings@maine.rr.com

Newsletter editor: Marie Pike pikerino2@aol.com
The deadline for Altrusagram articles is
by end of day on the Friday after the
program meeting.

It's hard to believe that it's time for to look forward to autumn
after this incredible Maine summer! Camp Naples, Falmouth's
Casco Terrace B & B and Camp Altrusa are winding down after a
really busy and full season.
We were all sad to loose our longest and most faithful Altrousan,
Martin Burke this summer, Martin was a wonderful host the
many times that he and Trish opened their home to us over the
past years; he will be remembered for his kindness, great
gardens, and his willingness to help us in our projects in so many
ways.
An awesome dozen really enjoyed our retreat at Camp Altrusa,
from our board meeting on Friday evening until our last goodbye
on Saturday afternoon our time was filled with information,
education, conversation, good food and fun. I really must let all of
you know how much I appreciate Joanne, our "hostess with the
mostest", she is unflappable. Thanks to Joanne and Denise for
our impromptu parliamentary workshop and what about that
Katie? She's definitely in line as our next parliamentarian! Thanks
also go out to Marie and Pam for their help in the planning of this
weekend. We all had a wonderful opportunity to learn more about
each other, our hopes for our club and community; many thanks
to each of you who were so willing to share your dreams.
Now that we are all refreshed and relaxed it's time to come
together for our first meeting at UNE on September 5! Thanks to
all the committees for their summer planning sessions. Our
budget will be presented at this first business meeting, the plans
for a new and different September program meeting (please plan
to invite your friends) plus we also have some exciting news to
share.
I hope that I have tempted you and am looking forward to seeing
one and all as we continue to build community,

Anita
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Upcoming Dates

Program Meeting Wednesday, September 19th

Mon , 9/3 Board Meeting
6:15 Anita Chandler's

"Supper at Six"

Wed, 9/5 Business Meeting
6:15 UNE Blewett Hall
Thu, 9/13 Wayside Community Meal
4:30-ish St Peter's
Wed, 9/19 Program Meeting
6:00 << note time change
at St Peter's
see details below
Mon, 10/1 Board Meeting
6:15 Anita Chandler's
Wed, 10/3 Business Meeting
6:15 UNE Blewett Hall
Thu, 10/11 Wayside Community Meal
4:30-ish St Peter's
Wed, 10/17 Program Meeting
6:15 Fireside Inn

The board is responsible for the
September program meeting and is very
excited to announce that the evening will
be a thank-you supper for many of the
companies & individuals who have
provided support to us.
We are asking members to bring a potluck offering (see sign-up sheet at the
Sept business meeting) and guests. This
will be an excellent opportunity for
networking, making friends, and
highlighting what we do as Altrusans.
Please plan to attend!
Please invite guests!
Committees Responsible for the Future
Program Meetings:
• October - Membership

******

Cancellation policy for Program Meetings:
Members have a standing reservation.
To cancel call Joanne Doherty (730-1479)
before noon of the Monday prior to the meeting.
Members who miss but do not cancel will be
charged for meals that were guaranteed.

• November - no meeting
• December - Social (Christmas Party)
January - Finance
• February - Communications
• March - Service
• April - Social (Birthday Party)
• May - Board (Board Installation)

Mission Statement

Vision Statement

Altrusa International, Inc. of Portland, Maine
is a club of diverse professionals dedicated
to providing service to our communities,
focusing on literacy, fellowship and
leadership development.

Altrusa: Leaders in service, expanding leadership
opportunities and providing service to
communities worldwide.
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From the Communications Committee
If there is any information that you wish to change
in your listing in the new Yearbook, please let Ann
know as soon as possible. Thank you.

From the Service Committee
SOUTH SUDAN LIBRARY UPDATE
The construction of the library in South Sudan,
optimistically scheduled to open last Jan, has had
several setbacks - weather, shortage of building
materials, electricity, and funding - which has
delayed completion. However, slow but steady
progress has been made, which you can see from
these pictures of progress - beginning with an open
field and a pile of bricks, today there is a multiroom standing building with our banner hanging!
see pictures below.
The grand opening of the library was scheduled for
late July and I have not yet heard whether that
happened on schedule (current rainy season) but
anxiously await pictures of people reading the
books we sent and the books on the shelves!

From the Finance Committee
Save Your Bottles!
The Finance Committee was looking to raise operating
funds and instead of the In House Auction we have had
in past years, we are replacing it with a fund raiser
titled: ‘Fill the Bag!’ Basically, we are asking all Portland
Altrusa Members to submit their returnable bottles in a
bag (that we provide you) to Hannafords. No more
stuffing your returnable bottles into machines. Just fill
the bags we give you and drop them off at Hannafords
Supermarket. Hannafords will do the counting and the
proceeds will go into the Altrusa Account. If you are not
near a Hannaford’s store, or just don’t wish to drop them
off at the store, please bring your filled bags to an Altrusa
Club Meeting and members of the Finance Committee
will drop them off for you. We will be passing out bags to
the membership at our meetings. They will have a
special bar code attached to them. That is the important
part because that identifies our account. The bags cost
us $ .10 a piece, so be sure to fill them before you turn
them in.
See You All in September!

You should be very proud of what we have
accomplished with this project. Not only did it 'win'
(only entry) the District One Nina Fay award, but it
will go on as an entry for the International
Award. This is important, not to win awards, but to
give an example to other clubs of how to have a
global impact with local effort. This project has
been featured in the International Altrusan and in
Forum magazine, an award winning publication
that is seen by 2,000 non-profits in the Chicago
area (where we are headquartered).

From the Service Committee
SEPT 8th - LITERACY DAY
Our participation in this annual event will be with The
Root Cellar, restocking their Altrusa bookcase for
Back To School!
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Another wonderful retreat!
It was beautiful weather at
Camp Altrusa on Saturday,
August 18th. The day was
filled with lively discussions about Altrusa & more, good
food, intriguing ideas & lots
of laughs.
The board met there the
evening before and a few
hardy souls even slept over.
Where's the Buzz with those
stories??

Laughs were top on the menu
when Marie Pike joined 7
Seacoast Altrusans for
dinner at the Cape Neddick
Lobster House on August
22nd. Sandy, Norma, the 2
Sues, Edna, Marilyn & Beth
made sure Marie felt right at
home with them.

The Annual Peaks Island
Outing
Six Altrusans & 2 friends rode
the ferry on a beautiful August
evening to Peaks Island for
dinner. And of course for a stop
at the ice cream shop on the way
back to the boat!

Marie was impressed with how
much their club accomplishes
-- and what fun they have
together !
But she promised not to tell all
the stories she heard...
They all vowed to make plans
earlier next year to be sure
the two clubs get together for
a summer outing. It's too
much fun to miss!
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Altrusa is an international non-profit
organization, making our local communities
better through leadership, partnership, and
service. We are civic-minded people who
strive to create better communities
worldwide.

Happy
Birthday
to

Theresa M - 9/6
Caroline C - 9/18
Karen V - 9/21
Enjoy your day!

Congratulations to Denise Martin who has been
named Chair of the International Membership
Committee for the 2013 - 2015 biennium.
Next BOOK CLUB meeting is Tuesday, Sept 25th
at Joanne Doherty's camp in Naples.
We're discussing The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver.
Other dates & books:
Oct 23, Steve Jobs by Walter Issacson
Nov 27, The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel by Deborah
Moggach
Jan 22, 11.22.63 by Stephen King
Feb 26, Vinegar Hill by A Manette Ansay
Mar 26, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by
Jonathan Safran
Apr 23, The Cookbook Collector by Allegra Goodman
May 28, Before I Go To Sleep by S J Watson
Jun 25, The Poacher's Son by Paul Doiron
Summer 2013: Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett

A reminder of our Club Norms
The following standards of conduct
for our meetings were adopted by
the club the fall of 2010:
• Start and end on time
• Have an agenda
• Respect each other
• Be open to the ideas of others
• Accept differences
• Speak one at a time
• Provide a safe space to speak ones
mind
• No side conversations
• No interruptions of speaker
• Abide by the democratic process
• Be engaged while present
• Assume others have good intentions

August is renewal month for Club 21. No
notices are sent - to donate go to
https://foundation.altrusa.org/Make-AContribution.aspx

Anyone is invited to join us any and all months for a
lively discussion of the book and a delicious meal!
Future District & International Events
District One Workshop - November 3, 2012 - Nashua, NH
District One Conference - April 25-28, 2013 - Bangor, ME
International Convention - July 26-29, 2013 - Rotorua, New Zealand
District One Conference - April 23-27, 2014 - Bermuda
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